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Of the 21 IED explosions recorded in the selected districts of Balochistan in 2014, the highest number (9)
occurred in Quetta, followed by the nearby Mastung district (4) and Khuzdar (2).

As many as 71 |ED blasts were reported from FATA in 2014. These included 20 such explosions in Khyber
Agency and 18 in Bajaur. While many of the IEDs targeted or at least appeared to be attempts to target
security forces, several of these blasts targeted civilians, including women and children. The victims
included many residents in various parts of FATA, including some travelling on foot or in vehicles, who were
going to buy groceries.

The highest number of IED explosions in KP was reported from Peshawar (9) followed by Bannu (7), Dera
Ismail Khan (5) and Hangu (4).

IED explosions in FATA in 2014

District Frequency
Khyber 20
Bajaur 18
South Waziristan 9
Kurram 9
North Waziristan 7
Orakzai 5
Mohmand 3
Total 71

The extent of use of landmines, IEDs and other lethal weapons in areas with large civilian population, which
has frequently fallen prey in such explosions, is exceedingly alarming.

Military operations in many of these areas continue or have been concluded. While in some of these areas,
restrictions have been imposed on the sale and trade of agriculture fertilizer, which has been used for
making IEDs, such measures have not had sufficientimpact.

Denying the perpetrators safe havens to operate just might hold the key. Working in collaboration with the
neighboring countries and at the regional level might offer Pakistan a better chance of success in choking
the supply of IEDs and other weapons from across international borders. Avenues of supplies for the deadly
explosive devices from within Pakistan also need to be highlighted and closed. Apprehending the experts
who have coached the terrorists in the use of IEDs and landmines might also help stem the often
indiscriminate attacks. A lasting solution would also contain elements to address resentment among
citizens fuelled by denial of sufficient say in running their affairs or in effectively excluding their region from
the mainstream legal and administrative dispensation. — Correspondents
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Along with the rise in violence in Pakistan over the years, the use of an ever wider range of deadly weapons
has also been hard toignore. The use of many of these weapons is associated with active war zones around
the world. Whereas the use of grenade or rockets in attacks was rarely reported in attacks in Pakistan just a
decade ago, attacks with these and even more lethal weapons appear to have become the norm since then.

In HRCP's monitoring of 48 critical districts across six regions (Gilgit Baltistan, Interior Sindh, South Punjab,
Balochistan, Khyber Pakhtunkhwa, and FATA) being monitored more closely for violations of human rights
by organised actors, the indiscriminate use of improvised explosive devices (IEDs) and to a lesser degree
landmines was frequently recorded from the Federally Administered Tribal Area (FATA), Khyber
Pakhtunkhwa and Balochistan.

Over the course of the year 2014, landmine explosions were recorded in two of the six regions, FATA and
Khyber Pakhtunkhwa (KP). All but two of the total 40 landmine explosions occurred in FATA.

Landmine explosions in 2014

Region Frequency
Khyber Pakhtunkhwa 2
FATA 38
Total 40

In Khyber Pakhtunkhwa, a landmine explosion was reported from Dera Ismail Khan in January and another
in the same district in July. The list for landmine blasts in FATA was a much longer one; 20 were reported
from Kurram, 14 from Mohmand and two from South Waziristan. One landmine explosion was also reported
from Khyber and one from Bajaur. Not all of the landmines were triggered by security personnel, several
also led to casualties among the civilians.

The highest number of IED explosions across the six regions was also reported from the monitored districts
in KP and FATA, followed by Balochistan.

IED explosions in 2014

Region Frequency
Khyber Pakhtunkhwa 30
FATA 71
Balochistan 21
Total 122
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intended to make a statement; that even the powerful
local actors are not strong enough to withstand the
militants' onslaught and the less prominent citizens
would not stand a chance
againstthem.

As encouraging and
gratifying as it might be that
these citizens considered it
important not to stand by as
spectators as Taliban and
their ilk wreaked havoc in
the land, their stand raises
serious questions. The
state's obligation to protect
the lives and human rights of
all citizens extends to these
individuals in FATA and
Khyber Pakhtunkhwa as
well. The obligation is
particularly relevant in the
case of individuals who
have indeed been targeted
for trying to do what the state
should have been doing in
the first place. Why, despite
the presence of one of the
largest military forces in the world and other security
apparatus, should it fall to citizens to take on
organised and well-armed non-state actors bent upon
taking control of the state's territory?

Clearly, not enough has been done to protect these
individuals in the face of very specific threats. Late in
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While the targeted individuals
may be justified in holding that
they do not really have a choice
in getting involved if they want
Taliban and associated militant
groups off their land, it should

not really come down to this.

The state security apparatus
should not only take the lead in
countering these armed militant

groups but must also take
steps to ensure that at no cost
must the citizens feel
compelled to take up weapons
in order to protect themselves.

2014, there were several reports in Bajaur, Khyber,
South Waziristan and Kurram agencies in FATA,
of the Taliban and other banned outfits including
groups claiming to be
associated with ISIS, the
militant extremist group
active in the Middle East,
distributing pamphlets with
a list of targets. The list
included names of
prominent tribal leaders
and persons who had
assisted the government in
the operation against the
Taliban. The pamphlets
also included sectarian
hate material.

While the targeted
individuals may be justified
in holding that they do not
really have a choice in
getting involved if they want
Taliban and associated
militant groups off their
land, it should not really
come down to this. The
state security apparatus should not only take the lead
in countering these armed militant groupsbut must
also take steps to ensure that at no cost must the
citizens feel compelled to take up weapons in order to
protect themselves. We cannot afford even more
brutalization of society that adopting such a course
would entail. — Correspondents

>
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Usmanzai tribesmen meet to discuss the security situation in North Waziristan.
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The notable targets

The violence by militant extremists that has been
sweeping Pakistan's Federally Administered Tribal
Area (FATA) and parts of the adjacent Khyber
Pakhtunkhwa province has affected all aspects of life.
The lives of all residents of this
region have been disrupted in
one way or another, yet some
people have been affected more
than the others. These include
the tribal notables and elders,
whom Taliban and other militants
have targeted consistently for a
number of reasons.

The tribal elders have often
engaged in endeavours to
respond to the mayhem and
violence wrought by the militants.
They have led efforts at the
community level to keep the
militants out of their villages and
towns. Many have been
instrumental in the formation of
Aman lashkars and peace
committees in the affected communities to defend
against attacks on their neighbourhoods.

In 2013, the Human Rights Commission of Pakistan
(HRCP) decided to more closely monitor and
document the human rights violations and denial of

In 2013, the Human
Rights Commission of
Pakistan (HRCP) decided
to more closely monitor
and document the

human rights violations
and denial of rights by
organised actors in over
four dozen districts
across six regions of
Pakistan.

rights by organised actors in over four dozen districts
across six regions of Pakistan. The monitoring covers
all seven districts of FATA and nine particularly
disturbed districts of Khyber Pakhtunkhwa. During the
monitoring in 2014, consistent
targeting of elders and notables
of various tribes was noticed. As
many as 36 tribal elders
and Maliks were targeted in
attacks, including many in their
homes and hujras (outhouse) or
in their vehicles. Several were
targeted in ambushes and in
bombings. None of these attacks
included tribal feuds. Orakzai
was the only district in FATA
where no targeted attack on tribal
elders was recorded.In Khyber
Pakhtunkhwa, five attacks on
tribal elders were reported from
Buner district. One attack was
also reported in Peshawar and
onein Upper Dir.

Tribal leaders have an obvious position of
prominence within the society in Pakistan's
northwestern parts. By targeting and often Killing
these powerful actors at the local level, Taliban and
other militant groups have also tried to deter or
subdue the citizens into submission. The attacks are

Militants' attacks on tribal elders in FATA (2014)

District Frequency of attacks
Khyber 10

South Waziristan 5

Bajaur 11

Mohmand 8

North Waziristan 1

Kurram 1

Total 36
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borders Orakzai Agency to the south, Kurram Agency
to the southwest and Peshawar to the east.

In 2014, besides targeted attacks, the particularly
alarming incidents reported from Khyber included five
attacks on educational institutions; three in March and
two in October. Although no casualties occurred in
these attacks, the destruction of school property
created fear among parents and teachers and sent a
message of opposition to all education that did not find
approval of militants.

Most of the targeted attacks and other violations
reported from Khyber Agency took place in Bara and
Jamrud sub-districts, bordering Peshawar, and in
Tirah Valley. The agency has been one of the key
routes for supplies for NATO forces in Afghanistan.

Some of the emblematic cases of targeted attacks
reported from Khyber Agency in 2014 included an
assault on a check postin Sher Khel Dara area, which
is an entry point into Tirah Valley, on December 7.
Four personnel of the security forces were killed and
another four injured when unidentified militants
attacked the post. Some of the militants were also
killed and injured in the attack.

Early in the morning on October 26, an unidentified
suicide bomber in Parmela area of Tirah Valley
targeted members of a peace committee, volunteers
organised at the community level with some official
support to ensure peace in their area, in the middle of
a busy market. Seven volunteers died and 19 persons
were injured.

In August, three targeted attacks on NATO supply
trucks in Jamrud tehsil caused the death of five
persons and injuries to another two. In all cases,
unidentified assailants fired firing on the tankers and

-
. .

FRONTIER OF PAKISTAN

TRAVELLERS ARE NOT PERMITTED TO PASS %
THIS NCTICE BOARD

UNLESS THEY HAVE COMPLIED WITH

THE PASSPORT RECULATIONS

targeted the drivers and conductors of the vehicles.

On December 25, a local tribal elder and Jirga
member was killed by militants of the TTP in Khyber
Agency when the militants stopped the public
transport vehicle he was travelling in and opened
indiscriminate fire on him. He died instantly.

In March, a targeted attack in Lashoro area of Jamrud
tehsil on security personnel guarding polio
vaccinators led to the killing of 10 members of the local
Khasadar police force and one child.

The targeted attacks in Khyber have not occurred in
isolation; lawlessness and presence of TTP and other
militant extremist groups who find refuge in Khyber,
adjacent areas and across the border in Afghanistan
has led to the prevailing state of affairs.

In October 2014, the military started an operation in
Khyber Agency (Operation Khyber One). When news
of the imminent army operation spread, tens of
thousands of residents fled the area, adding to the
existing layer of IDPs from FATA. The military
operation has not translated into any serious decline in
targeted attacks orkillings in these attacks.

Until the state shows the commitment to reclaim its
writ in large swathes of territory controlled by the
militants things are unlikely to change. In the
meanwhile, impunity for the perpetrators of targeted
attacks appears set to continue to embolden the
attackers and their handlers. Mainstreaming FATAand
treating it as a part of Pakistan in terms of the laws
applied there and extending the constitutional human
rights guarantees and the superior courts' jurisdiction
would go some way in refuting the llaga Ghayr tag
associated with this long-suffering region and
stemming the long list of human rights violations and
excesses.

Not much has changed — A militiaman from the Khyber Rifles stands guard at the Khyber Pass in 1958.
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Targeted

The Federally Administered Tribal Area (FATA)
bordering Afghanistan has long been referred to as
llaga Ghayr (meaning an alien territory) in Pakistan.
To many people in the country the term might have
been a reference to lawlessness in the area or
because the region offered a refuge and considerable
immunity from the reach of the law applicable
elsewhere in Pakistan. Unfortunately, lawlessness is
no longer a distinguishing feature of any one region in
the country and the adjacent provinces of Khyber
Pakhtunkhwa and Balochistan in particular have seen
a fair share of similar troubles.

According to HRCP's monitoring of the human rights
situation in the most volatile districts of six regions of
Pakistan, i.e. Gilgit Baltistan, Khyber Pakhtunkhwa,
Balochistan, South Punjab and Interior Sindh, FATA
recorded the highest number (48%) of targeted
attacks in 2014. Khyber Agency stood out among the
seven agencies of FATA being monitored; Khyber
reported 100 of the total 228 (44%) cases of targeted
attack reported from FATA in 2014. In many of these
attacks, security forces were targeted at check posts
or with improvised explosive devices (IEDs) during
patrols. The militants that the security forces are
fighting there have also launched targeted attacks
against government officials, local tribal elders who
support government efforts to establish peace in the
area, and trucks supplying the NATO forces in
Afghanistan.

Khyber Agency has been home to various militant
extremist groups including Tehrik-e-Taliban Pakistan
(TTP), Mangal Bagh's Lashkar-e-Islam, Ansar-ul-
Islam, etc., and the militants move across the border
with Afghanistan, which lies to the west. Khyber

in Khyber

B o o

Targeted attacks in Khyber Agency in 2014

Jan Feb Mar Apr May Jun Jul Aug Sep Ocd Nov Dec
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August

* A private school was attacked in Panjgur,
Balochistan, by unidentified men. The staff room
and principal's office were torched. No one was
reported hurt. Schools in this region had received
threats from an organization called Al Furgan
Islam for promoting co-education and 'western'
syllabus.

e InBajaur, FATA, on August 14, a madrassa in
Charmang was targeted with a planted bomb.
The bomb exploded when the students were
leaving the building, injuring six and killing a 12-
year-old girl.

September

* In Bannu, KP, a girls' school was bombed at
night by unidentified militants. The building was
damaged but no one was hurtin the incident.

¢ |n Kech, Balochistan, unidentified men set a
school on fire and some books, furniture, and
computer were burned down. The school had
been receiving threatening phone calls
demanding the administration to stop teaching
the English language under what the callers
branded western curriculum.

October:

e In Bajaur, FATA, a bomb planted near a
government girls' primary school in Anayat Kaki
the previous night exploded at 7:30 in the
morning. At the time of the explosion children
were arriving at the school and a young student
was injured. No one took responsibility for the
attack but similar attacks in the past had been
claimed by militant groups who opposed girls'
education.

December:
* InDeraIsmail Khan, KP, two bombs exploded
in a government girls' college around midday. The
building was damaged but no one was hurt
because the college was closed on the orders of
the government following the December 16

Peshawar attack on Army Public School. No one
claimed responsibility for the attack.
e In Diamer, Gilgit Baltistan, 12 unidentified

persons entered a public boys' school and tied up
all the employees. They also beat them, took their
belongings and threatened them to close the
school. The attackers said that all English-
medium schools were un-Islamic.

* In FATA, three schools were attacked. Two

public primary schools suffered arson attacks by
unidentified assailants at night. The buildings and
infrastructure of the schools in Mundan and
Kundali Baba areas of central Kurram were
destroyed. Unidentified militants bombed a
school in South Waziristan at a time when the
school was not open. No casualties were reported
in these attacks.

Most of the bombings of school buildings took place at
night when the schools were closed. The majority of
the perpetrators remained unidentified and only in a
few cases did they claim responsibility for the attacks.
Some of the schools had also received threats from
militants prior to the attacks. The militants had mainly
threatened the schools for co-education, continuing
to teach girl students, teaching in English, and
promoting ‘western' syllabus.

Instructions have been issued for increasing security
at schools but it would be naive to assume that the
systematic assault on schools can be countered by
deputing the odd guard or placing sandbags or setting
up pickets outside schools.

Besides tackling the issue of terrorism at large,
efforts to raise awareness about the importance of
education need to be prioritised. The use of the state's
coercive apparatus might be unavoidable in some
instances but it is even more important to expose and
counter in a holistic manner the mindset and the
narrative that seek to justify attacks by finding
excuses of what is taught at schools and in which
language.

-- Correspondents
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Some of the other reported attacks on educational
institutions in the more closely monitored districts are
as follows:

January
* On January 6, 2014, a teenaged schoolboy,

Aitzaz Hasan, was killed while trying to prevent a
suicide bomber from targeting his school in
Hangu, Khyber Pakhtunkhwa (KP). The suicide
bomber, who was approaching the school with
mainly Shia students, had asked Aitzaz for
directions. Aitzaz was later honoured by the
government for saving the lives of hundreds of
students.

* Unidentified persons bombed a girls' primary
school situated in Said Akbar village in Khyber
Agency of FATA. The explosion damaged two
rooms, a yard, and the main gate of the school.
However, there were no casualties.

* In Bannu, KP, unidentified persons installed
explosives in a school. The blast damaged the

building to such an extent that the school had to
be closed until repair and reconstruction.

February
* Explosives planted by militants destroyed
parts of a government girls' primary school in

Bannu district, KP. However, there were no
casualties in the explosion.

* InHangu, KP, militants killed three teachers of
a local government primary school. The militants
had earlier sent threatening pamphlets to the
teachers asking them to stop teaching at the
school. Two unidentified assailants on a
motorbike shot and killed the three at the main
gate of the school and escaped. The Education
Department had not provided the teachers
security despite their specific requests.

March
* Four schools, three in Khyber Agency and
one in North Waziristan, FATA, were attacked by
unidentified militants. One of the schools was
ransacked, while the other three were blown up
with explosives. All four attacks took place at night
and there were no casualties.

May
* A madrassa of the Barelvi sect was attacked

by extremists from another sect in Astor, in Gilgit
Baltistan. Books and equipment at the madrassa
were seton fire at night. No one was hurt.

* In Bannu, KP, two girls' primary schools were
blown up at night. Around 125 students at the two
schools were deprived of education facilities
because of the two attacks. No group claimed
responsibility.

* In Peshawar, KP, a private boys' school was
blown up by unidentified persons early in the
morning. The school was not open at that time
and no one was hurt.

e Two school in FATA, one in Mohmand Agency
and one in Bajaur, were bombed at night.
* In Balochistan, a cadet college situated in

Panjgur was attacked with rockets and gunfire.
Students were present in the college at the time
but no one was hurt. A school van was shot at by
unidentified gunmen in the same region but the

Instructions have been
issued for increasing
security at schools but it
would be naive to assume
that the systematic assault

on schools can be
countered by deputing the
odd guard or placing
sandbags or setting up
pickets outside schools.

passengers were unharmed. The vehicle was
owned by a private school that had received a
threatening letter from an extremist group calling
itself Tanzimul Islami Al-Furgan. In the letter they
had accused the school of “corrupting the minds
of young girls with western education”.

June

* Unidentified men set fire to a girls' school in
Mastung, Balochistan, at night when the building
was empty.
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Education in the line of fire

=

Malala Yousafzai, the youngest recipient of the Nobel
Peace Prize, has become the icon of Pakistan's
struggle against terrorists' war on education.
However, the heroism of many other students in
Pakistan who, like Malala, faced attacks at the hands
of terrorists for the pursuit of education has not been
sufficiently recognised.

Since 2013, HRCP has been monitoring more closely
48 districts which it considers critical because of
human rights excess and violations by organised
actors there. In many of these districts spread across
six regions repeated threats and attacks on schools
were reportedin 2014,

Out of the 28 cases of attacks on education
institutions reported from these districts in 2014, as
many as 12 occurred in Federally Administered Tribal
Area (FATA) and in Khyber Pakhtunkhwa.

Pakistan saw its worst terrorist attack in terms of
fatalities on December 16, 2014. Seven militants
belonging to the Tehreek-e-Taliban Pakistan (TTP)
attacked Army Public School in Peshawar, Khyber
Pakhtunkhwa. Around 150 people at the school were
killed, at least 135 of them schoolchildren. The rest
were teachers or other staff. All the militants were also
killed or blew themselves up. The outrage over the

Malala's blood-soaked school uniform
at the Nobel Peace Centre in Oslo.

deliberate targeting of children paved the way for calls
for stringent laws to try the individuals accused of acts
of terrorism and establishment of military courts to try
terrorism suspects. Also, after the December 16
attack, Pakistan ended the five-year informal
moratorium on carrying out the death penalty and
resumed executions.

2014: Attacks on educational institutions in monitored districts in six regions

Gilgit Balochistan | Interior | South | Khyber FATA Total
Baltistan Sindh Punjab | Pakhtunkhwa
2 4 0 0 10 12 28

Schools targeted in the monitored districts in 2014

Boys’ schools Girls” schools Co-education schools
14 11 3

2014: Casualties in attacks on educational institutions in monitored districts

Females killed | Females Males killed Males injured | Total
injured
J 6 158 121 283
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HRCP Expert Group on Communities Vulnerable because of their Belief:
A forum that brings together representatives of various religious minority communities in the country.

In the crosshairs

Assault on places
of worship

Report of HRCP Expert Group
on Communities Vulnerable
because of their Belief
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The expert group met twice in 2014. In the first meeting held in July, the group dwelled at length on
attacks on places of worship of religious minorities and the motives for the attacks. The group
members discussed whether the attacks were religiously motivated or if other factors were at play.
In its second meeting in November, the expert group discussed various aspects of access to justice
for members of religious minority communities and sects. The deliberations focused in particular on
issues of legal representation, attitude of police and judges, social prejudice, discrimination and
poverty, and special problems of women from religious minority communities and sects. Reports of
both these meetings have been published and are available atthe HRCP website.

Comprising men and women from both religious majority and minority communities, the expert
group includes lawyers, academics and members of civil society.

The need to establish the group was felt on account of growing incidents of violence, intolerance
and discrimination towards members of minority and vulnerable communities across the country. It
was considered important that members of religious minority communities should lead the
discussion on the issues that affect them on account of their religious beliefs in order to find
solutions.

Deliberations of the expert group provide the core of HRCP's advocacy regarding freedom of

religious belief and also in emphasising equality and protection of all human rights for all human
beings irrespective of religious belief.
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Nelther Iess nor more

[ Wi

Your rights are neither less nor more than anyone else’s, whether you are rich or
poor, man or woman, Muslim or non-Muslim, and whether you belong to one
political group or another. Text simplified from UDHR — Article 2
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It isn't enough to talk about
peace. One must believe in it.
And it isn't enough to believe
in it. One must work at it.
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